Abstract. The complicatus group of the New World species of Ataenius HAROLD is revised. Sixteen species are recognized including four species described as new: A. pearlensis sp. n. from Panama, A. quintanaroo sp. n. from Mexico, A. saulensis sp. n. from Guiana and A. vinacoensis sp. n. from Argentina. The 12 previously used names are considered valid, two new synonyms are proposed: Ataenius steinheili HAROLD (= A. grenadensis CHALUMEAU, syn. n.) and A. beattyi CHAPIN (= A. cameneni CHALUMEAU & GRUNER, syn. n.). The taxa are diagnosed, keyed and illustrated, available biological information and distribution data are given.
INTRODUCTION
This is the seventh part of revision of the New World species of the genus Ataenius HAROLD (STEBNICKA 2001 , 2002 , 2004 , 2005 and STEBNICKA & LAGO 2005 , and deals with A. complicatus-group of species widely distributed in the southern United States, Mesoamerica, South America and West Indies. As now understood, the group consists of sixteen species, four of which are here described as new. Of the total number of 16 species considered, one species is hitherto known only from the United States, one species occurs in USA and Mexico, one species is apparently endemic to the West Indies and thirteen species are distributed in the Central and South America.
COLLECTIONS STUDIED
Approximately 2090 specimens of Ataenius complicatus-group have been selected from the material of Aphodiinae hitherto identified, including all the type specimens available in the collec-vertex with scattered punctures or with regular band of closer punctures. Pronotum transverse, surface with usually uniform in size, close punctures, sides and base at middle frequently finely margined, lateral margin with minute to short setae. Scutellum triangular or suboval. Elytra parallel-sided or slightly arcuate, basal bead distinct, humeral denticles fine to moderate; elytral striae deep, punctate, in most species bordered on each side by undulate lines or sharply edged, intervals convex, carinate medially and more or less distinctly deplanate laterally, smooth, rarely eroded posteriorly, 10th interval flattened, shagreened. Ventral surface subopaque, everywhere punctate; abdominal sternites variously fluted along sutures, sometimes sternites 4-5 with coarser fluting, surface punctures extending from side to side. Profemur scabrous; meso-and metafemora punctate, in most species with strong, complete posterior lines; meso-and metatibiae slender, setaceous, apex usually with accessory spine, slender spurs and few setae; tarsi slender, relatively short, basal tarsomere of metatarsus longer than upper tibial spur and usually equal in length to following tarsomeres together. Epipharyngeal structures of the Eupariini type, generally similar to those in the other species-groups of Ataenius. External sexual differences slight, frequently difficult to recognise. In male, penultimate abdominal sternite shorter and eroded disc of pygidium longer than in female. Male genitalia (17) (18) (19) (20) (21) in some species well differentiated, in some similar in shape and details; aedeagus moderately sclerotized, parameres usually as long as phallobase or longer, usually sinuate, narrowed apically; internal sac in most species with symmetrical, serrate sclerites and fine spicules.
A f f i n i t y. Ataenius complicatus is a compact group of species being most closely allied to the A. scutellaris-group (revision in preparation), sharing a number of character states such as the shape and sculpture of the head, pronotum and ventral sclerites. The differences include mostly the elytral sculpture in the complicatus-group, the undulate striae and carinately elevated or coarsely punctured intervals and the characters of the male genitalia. MARTINEZ, 1952 : 194-110, figs. 38a-b, 48.-STEBNICKA 1998 (Fig. 14) .
Key to A. complicatus-group of species

Ataenius lorettii
D i a g n o s t i c c h a r a c t e r s. Length 5.0-7.0 mm. Body elongate-oblong, moderately shiny, in part setaceous, color piceous black. Clypeal margin obtusely rounded or slightly subangulate on each side of moderate median emargination; anterior of clypeus strongly shiny and shallowly irregularly punctate, middle of head to vertex with close, minutely setigerous, moderate punctures separated by less than their diameters, in some specimens almost contiguous, in some less dense. Pronotum transverse, finely margined basally, sides and posterior angles very finely crenulate, fringed with moderately long, slender setae; surface everywhere very closely punctured and shortly setaceous, moderate punctures on disc separated by less than their diameters, punctures on sides slightly larger, very dense, contiguous or confluent. Elytra widest behind the middle, humeral denticles fine, acute; striae strongly impressed, on each side bordered by undulate lines, punctures within striae shallow; intervals obtusely narrowly carinate medially, deplanate and usually eroded laterally, each with yellowish upright setae along striae, 10 th interval flattened, opaque. Ventral surface strongly microreticulate and evenly punctate; abdominal sternites finely fluted along sutures, closely punctate from side to side and shortly setaceous, punctures at middle same size as those on metasternal disc, punctures on sides irregular, longitudinally wrinkled, disc of pygidium deeply eroded and roughly sculptured. Profemur scabrous; meso and metafemora narrow, parallel-sided, punctate-setose with complete posterior lines; metatibia slender, setaceous, apex with 6-8 short setae and moderate accessory spine; basitarsomere of metatarsus longer than upper tibial spur and subequal in length to following tarsomeres combined. Male genitalia as in Fig. 6 . R e m a r k s. A. complicatus is one of the most widely distributed species, extending from Mexico to Argentina. It closely resembles A. hispidus Har. in the presence of similar characters such as wide, undulate striae and erect, sparse setae on the elytra. In the original description of A. complicatus, HAROLD (1869) commented: "Ab A. hispido, cui simillimus, differt corpore minus nitido et thorace multo densius punctato". Specimens examined were collected mostly in cattle dung on pastures and in dry tropical forest.
Ataenius hispidus HAROLD
Ataenius hispidus HAROLD, 1867 : 83.-SCHMIDT 1922 DELLACASA 1988: 139 (catalogue) . (Fig. 6) .
R e m a r k s. A. hispidus is similar in general appearance to A. complicatus, but it may be distiguished by having the body shorter and more shiny, the pronotal punctures less close and discal intervals of the elytra flatter. This little known species is rarely found in the collections and has certainly a narrow range of distribution. Specimens examined were collected to light in wet forest.
Ataenius pearlensis sp. n. Fig. 1 ) oblong-oval, carbon black, setaceous, shiny. Head moderately gibbose medially, clypeal margin broadly rounded on each side of very shallow median emargination, genae obtusely rounded; surface narrowly smooth and strongly shiny along anterior margin, middle of head from gena to gena with large, close, ocellate punctures bearing short erect setae and blending into vertical band of fine, very close punctures. Pronotum transverse, base finely margined medially, sides widely, deeply crenate with short scarce setae; surface everywhere punctate, punctures on disc moderate, separated by about one their diameter, toward sides become larger, rugose and setigerous. Scutellum small, narrowly pentagonal. Elytra slightly arcuate with margin in posterior half widely, deeply crenate, humeral denticles distinct, acutely pointed; striae deep with irregularly undulate margins, strial punctures deep; intervals narrowly carinate medially, crenate-punctate laterally with scarce, upright, pale setae, 10 th interval slightly flattened, shiny. Ventral sclerites microreticulate; mesosternum roughly sculptured, piliferous; mesocoxae separated, space between mesocoxae equal to width of mesofemur, mesometasternal carina short; metasternum convex, midline impressed, disc finely, closely punctate, lat-eral metasternal triangle deep, scabrous inside; abdominal sternites finely fluted along sutures, and finely punctate from side to side, disc of pygidium eroded, penultimate sternite and pygidium with few erect setae. Profemur scabrously punctate; meso-and metafemora narrow, posterior lines complete, surface finely punctate; tibiae slender, setaceous, apex of metatibia with few minute setae, without accessory spine; basal tarsomere of metatarsus longer than upper tibial spur and shorter than following tarsomeres combined.
Male. Pronotum narrower and more convex medially than in female; genitalia as in Fig. 7 .
Female. Pronotal punctures on disc finer than in male.
A f f i n i t y. Ataenius pearlensis is very characteristic in having the pronotal side and the elytral margin with widely spaced, deep crenations. It seems to be most closely related to A. complicatus and A. hispidus but it may be easily distinguished from both these species by its smaller size, the peculiar pronotal and elytral crenations and by the sculpture of the head and elytra.
Ataenius bispinulosus SCHMIDT (Figs 4, 5, 8)
Ataenius bispinulosus SCHMIDT, 1911 SCHMIDT, : 52.-1922 DELLACASA 1988: 272 (catalogue) .
M a t e r i a l e x a m i n e d.
Holotype (sex undetermined), labeled "NordArgentinien", "Typus", Ataenius bispinulosus", in NRS.
Other specimens (78) (Fig. 4) onlong oval, carbon black, shiny, covered with yellowish upright setae. Clypeal margin finely denticulate on each side of rather deep median emargination, sides arcuate toward obtuse genae; anterior of clypeus narrowly strongly shiny and closely, shallowly punctate, middle of head from side to side with large, shallow, areolate punctures bearing erect setae, vertical punctures smaller, transversely crowded. Pronotum almost parallel-sided, finely margined at middle of base, sides and posterior angles distinctly crenulate, fringed with unequal in length, slender setae; surface everywhere with dense, frequently contiguous and setigerous punctures gradually increasing in size toward sides and here twice larger than those on disc. Elytra widest in apical two-thirds, humeral denticles moderate, acutely pointed; striae shallow, strongly shiny, strial punctures widely spaced, fine, slightly crenate outer margins of intervals; intervals slightly elevated medially, distinctly microreticulate and less shiny than striae with irregular shallow punctures along striae and yellowish erect setae. Ventral surface shagreened; mesocoxae separated, space between mesocoxae equal to width of mesofemur, meso-metasternal carina long; metasternum coarsely closely punctate like as abdominal sternite 5, abdominal sternites 2-5 finely fluted along sutures, punctate from side to side with short, scarce setae; disc of pygidium eroded and roughly sculptured. Profemur scabrous, perimarginal groove deep; meso-and metafemora rather narrow, punctate with complete posterior lines; metatibia slender, setaceous, apex with fringe of 5-6 short setae and sharp accessory spine; basitarsomere of metatarsus subequal in length to upper tibial spur and to following four tarsomeres combined. Male genitalia as in Fig. 8 . R e m a r k s. Ataenius bispinulosus was hitherto known only from its original description by SCHMIDT (1911) . This unusual species is most close to A. punctatohirsutus but differs from that species by having the pronotum wider with closer punctures, the elytral intervals flatter and dorsal surface of body with significantly longer and closer setae. Nothing is known on its bionomy, but it is most likely similar to that of A. punctatohirsutus (see Remarks under that species).
Ataenius punctatohirsutus SCHMIDT (Figs 2, 9, 15)
Ataenius punctatohirsutus SCHMIDT, 1909 SCHMIDT, : 36.-1922 MARTINEZ 1952: 110, fig. 52; DELLACASA 1988: 279 (catalogue) . M a t e r i a l e x a m i n e d. Holotype (sex undetermined), labeled "Argentinien", "Typus", "Ataenius punctatohirsutus m.", in NRS.
Other specimens (26). D i s t r i b u t i o n. Argentina (Fig. 15 ). D i a g n o s t i c c h a r a c t e r s. Length 5.0-6.5 mm. Body (Fig. 2 ) elongateoblong, moderately shiny, partially setaceous, dark castaneous to piceous, legs reddish. Clypeal margin finely denticulate on each side of deep, triangular median emargination, sides arcuate to obtuse genae; anterior of clypeus from gena to gena closely granulate-punctate, middle of head with coarse, areolate punctures bearing short, erect setae, vertical punctures finer but deep and crowded. Pronotum strongly transverse, relatively short, finely margined at middle of base, sides and posterior angles finely crenulate, fringed with moderate, slender setae; surface everywhere coarsely punctate and shortly setaceous, punctures on disc separated by one their diameter or less, increase in size and density toward sides where are twice larger than those on disc, contiguous. Elytra about 3 times as long as pronotum, widest behind the middle, humeral denticles fine, acute; striae strongly shiny, deep, strial punctures fine, widely spaced, shallowly crenate margins of intervals; intervals subcarinate medially and distinctly deplanate laterally, each with irregular row of very shallow punctures and upright, pale setae along striae, 10 th interval flattened, opaque. Ventral sclerites microreticulate; mesocoxae separate, space between mesocoxae equal to width of mesofemur,mesometasternal carina long; metasternal disc coarsely punctate like as abdominal sternite 5, abdominal sternites 2-5 finely fluted along sutures, sternites 2-4 with row of shallow, longitudinal punctures and short pale setae along sutures; disc of pygidium roughly sculptured. Profemur scabrous, perimarginal groove moderately deep; meso-and metafemora rather narrow, punctate-setose with complete posterior lines; metatibia slender, setaceous, apex with 6-7 short setae and fine accessory spine; basitarsomere of metatarsus longer than upper tibial spur and subequal in length to following tarsomeres combined. Male genitalia as in Fig. 9 . R e m a r k s. A. punctatohirsutus is most closely related to A. bispinulosus (see Remarks under that species). According to MARTINEZ (1952) the species was found in abandoned nests of birds occupied by the field mouses, and also collected with Triatoma platensis NEIVA (Hemiptera, Reduviidae, Triatominae). The eight freshly emerged specimens obtained from FMLT were pinned together with the larval cocoons. These cells were oval in shape, 1-1.5 cm long, appearing to be an agglomerate of fine particles of excrements mixed with argillaceous substance. (Fig. 16 ).
D i a g n o s t i c c h a r a c t e r s. Length 5.6-7.0 mm. Body elongate oblong, black, shiny, glabrous. Head gibbose medially, clypeal margin broadly rounded on each side of wide, moderately deep median emargination, genae right-angled; surface smooth along anterior margin and closely punctate up to the vertical area. Pronotum transverse, sides and base margined, minutely crenate-fimbriate, surface coarsely closely punctate everywhere, punctures along anterior margin same size as those of head. Elytra elongate, humeri strongly, sharply dentate; striae deeply impressed, strial punctures crenate margins of intervals; discal intervals slightly convex, with row of noticeable, minutely setigerous punctures along each margin, punctures become closer toward lateral, subcarinate intervals and here very close, frequently rugose, 10 th interval flat, alutaceous with median row of small, shiny, close granules; all intervals apically carinately convex and narrowly eroded on each side. Metasternum long, midline shallow, disc closely, moderately punctate, punctures extending outward to scabrous area on sides; abdominal sternites fluted along sutures, fluting increasingly longer from sternite 2 to sternite 5; surface densely punctate from side to side, disc of pygidium deeply eroded, rough. Profemur densely, scabrously punctate; meso-and metafemora with close, moderate punctures and strong, complete postfemoral lines; meso-and metatibiae with longitudinal, setigerous lines, apex of metatibia with 8-9 heavy setae and strong accessory spine; basitarsomere of metatarsus longer than upper tibial spur and equal in length to following tarsomeres sombined. Male genitalia as in Fig. 10 . R e m a r k s. A. sculptor is easily recognised by its large size and rather coarsely sculptured elytra. It is most closely related to A. quintanaroo sp. n. (see Affinity under that species). The specimens examined were collected from May to October to light traps, occasionally found in excrements. Phenology and reproductive features of (Fig. 3) elongate oval, convex, moderately shiny, black, glabrous. Head moderate in size, gibbose medially; clypeal margin broadly rounded on each side of moderate median emargination, sides slightly arcuate to obtusely rounded genae; surface of head finely shallowly punctate in anterior half, punctures posterior of median convexity increasingly larger, on vertex separated by one their diameter, more concentrated and slightly rugose near genae. Pronotum convex, sides and base finely margined and minutely crenate without fringe of setae; posterior angles right-angled, base sinuate, surface with nearly equal in size, moderate punctures throughout, those on disc separated by one their diameter, closer laterally and confluent at anterior and posterior angles. Scutellum narrow, semi-oval. Elytra about 2.5 times as long as pronotum, sides slightly arcuate, humeral denticles noticeable, sharp; elytral striae deep, strial punctures widely spaced, distinctly crenate inner margins of intervals; intervals obtusely carinate medially and deplanate laterally, each with row of noticeable, close punctures on each side, carinae of discal intervals 1-4 flatter than those of the remained intervals, 10 th interval flat, mat. Ventral surface opaque, everywhere punctured, glabrous; mesosternum microgranulate, meso-metasternal carina distinct, space between mesocoxae equal to width of mesofemur; metasternal midline deep, discal punctures moderate, separated by one their diameter, lateral area and shallow metasternal triangle scabous; abdominal sternite 3 moderately fluted along suture, fluting of sternites 4-5 long and coarse; surface punctures nearly same size and density as those on metasternum, extending from sides to side; disc of pygidium eroded. Profemoral surface scabrous; meso-and metafemora finely punctate throughout, posterior lines strong, complete; tibiae slender, setaceous, apex of metatibia with fringe of 8-9 setae and distinct accessory spine; basal tarsomere of metatarsus longer than upper tibial spur and longer than following four tarsomeres combined. Male genitalia as in Fig. 11 . A f f i n i t y. Ataenius quintanaroo is morphologically close to A. sculptor from one hand, and to A. forsteri from the other. It differs from sympatric A. sculptor by having the body less elongate and smaller, and the elytra with scarcer and less coarse punctures lacking setae. It may be easily distinguished from allopatric A. forsteri by its larger and more robust body. The range of A. quintanaroo is most likely limited to the southern area of Mexico (Fig. 23) .
Ataenius sculptilis HAROLD (Figs 5, 12)
Ataenius sculptilis HAROLD, 1868: 86; 1874 : 16.-SCHMIDT 1922 DELLACASA 1988: 280 (catalogue) .
Type data. Described from Venezuela; type specimen probably lost. (Fig. 5 ). D i a g n o s t i c c h a r a c t e r s. Length 3.8-4.0 mm. Body elongate oblong, piceous, glabrous, moderately shiny. Clypeal margin finely denticulate or sharply angulate on each side of moderate median emargination, sides straight toward obtuse genae; surface uniformly finely punctate, punctures usually separated by less than their diameters. Pronotum transverse, sides and base finely margined, posterior angles fringed with short pale setae; surface punctures rather fine, evenly distributed, on disc separated by about one their diameter or less, on sides closer. Elytra almost parallel-sided, humeral denticles small, sharply pointed, apical margin of elytra with fringe of short setae; striae deep, slightly undulate, strial punctures fine; intervals slightly convex medially and deplanate latterally, each with minute to fine, frequently close punctures, 10 th interval flat, opaque. Ventral sclerites everywhere uniformly finely punctate; metasternal midline impressed, discal punctures evenly distributed; abdominal sternites finely fluted along sutures, punctate from side to side, punctures same size and density as those of metasternum; disc of pygidium eroded. Profemur closely scabrously punctured; meso-and metafemora narrow, punctate, posterior lines complete; metatibia slender, apex with 6-7 short setae and small accessory spine; basal tarsomere of metatarsus slightly longer than upper tibial spur and as long as following tarsomeres together. Male genitalia as in Fig. 12 .
R e m a r k s. Ataenius sculptilis is very similar externally to sympatric A. forsteri; it differs from that species by having the clypeal margin distinctly denticulate or sharply angulate, the pronotal punctures and those on ventral sclerites slightly finer and closer. The general sculpture of elytra of both species is similar to that of A. quintanaroo sp. n. (Fig. 3) . The species is also very close to A. steinheili, to A. beattyi and to A. insculptus as well, but may be distinguished from these species by the characters given in the key. The numerous specimens examined were collected in the tropical transition forest, on wet grassland and in bovine dung on pasture area.
Ataenius forsteri BALTHASAR (Figs 13, 15)
Ataenius forsteri BALTHASAR, 1960 : 4-5.-DELLACASA 1988 . (Fig. 15 ). D i a g n o s t i c c h a r a c t e r s. Length 3.8-4.0 mm. Clypeal edge widely rounded on each side of median emargination. Punctures of head and pronotum separated by about one their diameter. Elytral intervals on disc deplanate. Male genitalia as in Fig. 13 . R e m a r k s. Ataenius forsteri is very similar externally to sympatric A. sculptilis but differs from that species by the lack of clypeal denticles and somewhat larger and less dense punctures on pronotum and ventral surface. All other external morphological characters of both species overlap, the general sculpture of elytra is similar to that of A. quintanaroo sp. n. (Fig. 3) . Specimens examined were collected to lights and found in cattle excrements on pastures. (Fig. 24) Ataenius elegans HAROLD, 1868 : 85.-SCHMIDT 1922 DELLACASA 1988: 124 (catalogue) M a t e r i a l e x a m i n e d. Lectotype (Brazil) designated by CARTWRIGHT (1973) (Fig. 24 ) D i a g n o s t i c c h a r a c t e r s. Length 2.8-3.0 mm. Body elongate oblong, rusty brown, glabrous, moderately shiny. Clypeal margin rounded and narrowly reflexed on each side of moderate median emargination, sides straight toward obtuse genae; surface uniformly finely punctate, punctures separated by one their diameter. Pronotum transverse, sides and base finely margined, posterior angles fringed with short pale setae; surface punctures fine, evenly distributed, generally separated by about one their diameter. Elytra almost parallel-sided, humeral denticles minute, apical margin with fringe of short setae; striae deep, slightly undulate, strial punctures fine, shallow; intervals subcarinate medially and deplanate latterally, impunctate, 10 th interval not differ-ent. Ventral sclerites everywhere uniformly finely punctate; metasternal midline impressed, discal punctures evenly distributed; abdominal sternites finely fluted along sutures, punctate from side to side, punctures same size and density as those of metasternum but closer; disc of pygidium eroded. Profemur shiny, closely punctured; meso-and metafemora fusiform, punctate, posterior lines lacking; metatibia slender, apex with row of close setae, without accessory spine; basal tarsomere of metatarsus equal in length to upper tibial spur and subequal to three following tarsomeres together.
Ataenius elegans HAROLD
Male genitalia similar to those of A. forsteri (Fig. 13) .
R e m a r k s. One of the smallest species in the group, it may be easily distinguished by its small size and rusty colour. The general external chartacters relate A. elegans to A. forsteri, also the male genitalia of both species are not markedly differentiated. The individuals examined were found mostly on pastures in cattle excrements.
Ataenius vinacoensis, sp. n. (Figs 15, 17) H o l o t y p e m a l e, Argentina, Prov. Salta, Viñaco, 15 km S El Carril, 12.II.1982, ex ant refuge deposit, H.& A. HOWDEN, in CMNO. Paratypes (5) , same data as holotype, in CMNO, ISEA. D e s c r i p t i o n. Length 4.5-4.8 mm. Body elongate oblong, subopaque, piceous black, covered with greasy coating. Head gibbose medially, clypeal margin obtusely rounded on each side of wide, deep median emargination, sides straight toward nearly right-angled genae; surface slightly concave just above emargination, minute to fine punctures along anterior margin slightly increase in size and density toward vertex, occipital area with fine punctures separated by their diameter or less. Pronotum transverse, sides and posterior angles finely margined, crenate, fringed with short setae; surface evenly convex, everywhere closely punctured, punctures on disc moderate, separated by one their diameter or less, those along base and on sides coarse, confluent. Scutellum triangular, punctate. Elytra about 2.5 times as long as pronotum, humeral denticles fine, acute; striae broad and deep, strial punctures crenate margins of intervals; intervals narrowly carinate at middle, deplanate laterally, carinae slightly uneven with minute setae in apical third of elytra, 10 th interval flattened, mat. Ventral surface weakly shiny, mesosternum shagreened, minutely hairy with fine, long, opaque carina extending from metasternum to prosternum; metasternal midline impressed, discal punctures fine, separated by one their diameter, lateral metasternal triangle broad, scabrous inside; abdominal sternites with moderate fluting along sutures and shallow punctures from side to side, punctures slightly larger than those on metasternum; disc of pygidium eroded and roughly sculptured. Profemoral surface closely scabrously punctured, perimarginal groove fine; mesofemora fusiform, wider than metafemora, surface punctate, postfemoral lines complete; tibiae slender, setaceous, apex of metatibia with short setae and strong, sharp accessory spine; basal tarsomere of metatarsus subequal in length to upper tibial spur and to following tarsomeres combined. Male genitalia as in Fig. 17. A f f i n i t y. Ataenius vinacoensis is most close to A. complicatus and A. hispidus; it differs from both these species by its smaller size and almost glabrous body. The species is also similar to A. forsteri and A. sculptilis from which it may be distinguished by having the pronotum with coarser and closer punctures and the elytra with intervals narrowly carinate at middle. A. vinacoensis seems to be limited in distribution to the southern area of South America (Fig. 15) .
Ataenius steinheili HAROLD (Figs 18, 23)
Ataenius steinheili HAROLD, 1874 : 18.-SCHMIDT 1922 CHAPIN 1940: 16-17; CHALUMEAU 1982: 328-329, fig. 8; DELLACASA 1988: 202 (Fig. 23) . D i a g n o s t i c c h a r a c t e r s. Length 3.5-4.0 mm. Body convex, piceous, weakly shiny. Clypeal margin with triangular, upturned denticles on each side of shallow median emargination, sides straight toward obtuse genae; surface minutely shallowly punctate up to median convexity, then punctures increase in size and depth toward vertex; frontal suture slightly convex at eyes. Pronotum convex, sides and base finely margined, fringed with very short, scarce setae; surface with nearly equal in size, moderate punctures throughout, on disc separated by less than one their diameter, on sides contiguous, slightly rugose. Elytra with slight preapical umbone and fine acute humeral denticles; striae deep, strial punctures weakly crenate margins of intervals; intervals narrowly carinate medially and deplanate laterally, median carina shiny, sides of intervals and striae usually covered with sticky coating, intervals 4,5,6, 8 shortened before apex, 10 th interval flat. Ventral sclerites and femora subopaque, uniformly finely and closely punctate, meso-metasternal carina short, space between mesocoxae equal to width of mesofemur; metasternum closely punctate, abdominal sternites distinctly fluted in anterior 1/3, fluting of sternite 5 deepest and longest, surface punctures same size and density as those on metasternum, extending from side to side; disc of pygidium eroded, sternite 5 and apex of pygidium with few short setae. Profemoral surface scabrous; meso-and metafemora with complete posterior lines; metatibia slender, setaceous, apex with small accessory spine; basitarsomere slightly longer than upper tibial spur and subequal in length to following tarsomeres combined. Male genitalia as in Fig. 18 . R e m a r k s. Ataenius steinheili is most close to A. beattyi and differs from that species only slightly by having the less close and finer punctures on the pronotum and the elytral intervals less sharply carinate. This rare species was correctly recorded from Grenada and Trinidad by CHAPIN (1940) and from Mexico by GALANTE & al. (2003) . Specimens of "steinheili" and "grenadensis" are difficult to separate even with comparative material, and I can find only minor differences, all of which fall within the range of variation of A. steinheili. The species is also very similar to A. sculptilis, but differs in having the head smaller with triangular, upturned clypeal denticles. Specimens examined were caught to light traps. (Fig. 23) Ataenius beattyi CHAPIN, 1940 : 17.-CHALUMEAU 1977 DELLACASA 1988: 272 (catalogue) . , 1974 , : 801-801, figs 13,16.-CHALUMEAU 1983 DELLACASA 1988: 310 (catalogue) , syn. n. M a t e r i a l e x a m i n e d. (Fig. 23 ). D i a g n o s t i c c h a r a c t e r s. Length 3.5-4.0 mm. Clypeal margin with triangular, upturned denticles. Punctures of pronotum coarse, very dense, everywhere contiguous, on sides confluent and rugose.
Ataenius beattyi CHAPIN
Ataenius cameneni CHALUMEAU & GRUNER
R e m a r k s. Ataenius beattyi is closely related to A. steinheili and most probably represents only a geographic, insular form of A. steinheili. It differs from steinheili only slightly by having the pronotal punctures larger and closer, while the male genitalia of both species do not reveal any visible differences. The features of A. cameneni are quite similar to those of sympatric A. beattyi and I can not find any constant differences to separate these two forms. It seems obvious that the insular carinate medially. Elytra about 2.5 times as long as pronotum, humeral denticles very small, acute; striae wide and deep, about two times as wide as intervals, strial punctures inside striae large, crenating inner margins of intervals; intervals narrowly and sharply carinate, more shiny than striae, impunctate, 10 th interval flattened, opaque. Ventral sclerites microreticulate and everywhere punctate; metasternum shagreened, meso-metasternal carina short, space between mesocoxae equal to width of mesofemur; metasternal midline impressed, discal punctures separated by one their diameter, lateral area and broad metasternal triangle scabrous; abdominal sternites finely fluted along sutures and closely punctured from side to side, punctures twice larger than those on metasternum, separated by about one their ddiameter; disc of pygidium eroded. Profemur densely, slightly Z. STEBNICKA roughly punctate; meso-and metafemora finely punctate throughout with complete posterior lines; metatibia slender, setaceous, apically with fringe of short, numerous setae without accessory spine; basitarsomere of metatarsus longer than upper tibial spur and slightly longer than following four tarsomeres together.
Male. Pronotum shorter and more convex than in female; genitalia as in Fig. 20 . Female. Posterior angles of pronotum with deeper emargination than in male. D i s t r i b u t i o n. French Guiana (Fig. 24) . A f f i n i t y. Ataenius saulensis is most closely allied to A. crenulatus, but it may be distinguished from that species by having the head smaller with very dense punctures and the elytra with very deep striae wider than sharply carinate intervals. (Fig. 16, 21) Ataenius insculptus HORN, 1887 : 70.-SCHMIDT 1922 ROBINSON 1947: 150; WOODRUFF 1973: 120-121, figs 257, 258; CARTWRIGHT 1974 : 28-28, pl. 2a, fig. 4. Ataenius sculptilis: LECONTE 1878 : 402 (non HAROLD, 1868 Type data. Holotype (Tampa, Florida), in ANSP. fig. 4 ), (Fig. 16 ). D i a g n o s t i c c h a r a c t e r s. Length 3.8-4.8 mm. Body oblong, convex, black, moderately shiny. Clypeal margin finely triangularly dentatae on each side of broad median emargination, genae sharply rounded; surface slightly concave between teeth, elsewhere convex with minute to fine punctures, frontal area closely, quite coarsely punctate. Pronotum subquadrate, posterior angles weakly emarginate and noticeably crenate without fringe of setae; surface with oblique foveae halfway to sides, closely punctate, punctures mixed fine and moderate over anterior disc, laterally more uniform in size, larger and posterior to lateral foveae contiguous. Elytra convex with distinct preapical umbone, sides arcuate, humeri strongly dentate; striae broad and deep, strial punctures coarse; intervals subcarinate to carinate medially and flattened laterally, alternate intervals higher over apical declivity, 10 th interval flat, alutaceous. Mesosternum weakly carinate be- tween coxae, metasternal disc with close, moderate punctures and fine median line, lateral metasternal triangle feebly defined; abdominal sternites coarsely fluted along sutures, fluting longer on each succeeding sternite, surface punctures moderate, extending from side to side; disc of pygidium eroded. Profemur scabrously punctate; meso-and metafemora punctate, posterior lines complete; metatibia slender, apex with 7-8 short setae and small accessory spine; basitarsomere of metatarsus longer than upper tibial spur and shorter than following tasomeres combined. Male genitalia as in Fig. 21 .
Ataenius inscupltus HORN
R e m a r k s. A. insculptus superficially resembles allopatric A. sculptilis and A. forsteri sharing with these species similar characters of the elytra, ventral sclerites and legs. It differs by having the pronotal surface with lateral foveae and mixed punctures and the elytra with distinct preapical umbone. The species regarded to be rare (WOODRUFF 1973) , was collected under deer droppings and under cow dung in a seepage areas in woods.
